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Outline: In 1951, the Disaster Prevention Research Institute (DPRI) was established for research on
mechanisms of natural hazards and mitigation of disasters. Since then, DPRI has been a leader in
many aspects of natural disaster science, promoting interdisciplinary studies in collaboration with
other universities and institutions in Japan. The current mission of DPRI is to study the
mechanisms of natural hazards, establish integrated methodologies for disaster reduction based on
natural and social sciences, and educate graduate students in science, engineering, and informatics.
DPRI has five research divisions, six research centers, and a division of technical affairs. In addition,
15 laboratories and observatories located in western Japan conduct experimental studies and field
observations on natural hazards. To promote integrated research projects, each division and center
belongs to one of four research groups: ‘Integrated Arts and Sciences for Disaster Reduction’,
‘Seismic and Volcanic Hazards’, ‘Geohazards’, and ‘Atmosphere-Hydrosphere Hazards’. DPRI
provides the public with scientific results and knowledge on natural hazards and advises national

and local governments on disaster prevention strategies.

Research Areas:

Integrated Arts and Sciences for Disaster Reduction Research : Disaster Risk Management,
Disaster Risk Reduction, Urban Planning, Disaster Prevention Policies, Social Studies

Seismic and Volcanic Hazards Mitigation Research: Seismology, Earthquake Engineering,
Structural Engineering, Volcanology, Earthquake Prediction

Geohazard Research: Geotechnology, Geology, Geophysics, Geomorphology, Hydrology, Soil Science,
Liquefaction, Landslide, Slope Conservation

Atmosphere Hydrosphere Research: Metrology, Hydrology, Hydraulics, Oceanography, Flood Control,

Water Resources, Coastal Engineering

Examples of Research Activities
Experiment for testing evacuations on underground
stairs during flood innudations, conducted at the Ujigawa
Open Laboratory ( Figure 1). Seismic observations of

earthquake are carried out to study the sources, seismic

Figure 2. Recent seismic
activity in southwest Japan.
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